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The followings are miscellaneous partioulara and descriptive information 
of the various airfields in Albania listed below: 


La Shkoder Airfield : 
25X1 ae The Shkoder airfield is loanted to the southeast of the town of 
the same name, beside the highway from Shkoder to Lesh. 


b. This airfield was constructed under Italian rule in Alvounia, and 
later (1945-1944) was used and built up by the Germans, After 
25X11 the war, repairs on it were coupleted, and work was begun toward 
modernizing it under the supervision of Soviet specialists. In- 
formant states that, although this work has not yet been entire ly 
finished, the airfield today looks like a rodern airport, with 
Ne Soviet transports in use, Jt is Supplied by air. 
ee The permanent airfield at Shkoder and three auxiliary lending 
fields locsted in the vicinity of Shkoder allesedly form an 
integral part of the Soviet air base in Albania in caso of war. 


20X1 


The airfield commander in a Soviet. officor in 4Albunian uniform, 


d. he airfield and the auxiliary landing fields are indicated on 
Attachnent "a"; the installations are numbered as follows: 


29X1 (1) Permanent airfield at Shkoder. The airfield still has no 
concrete runway. The runway is overgrown with rrass and 
is fairly good, as the ground is uaturally exceptionally 
hard. The construction of a concrate runway is planned 
for 1950. The present rumi.y is 1,900 meters long by 8000 
meters wide. The girfield has three hangers, an airfield 


Informant reports that at present the headquartors of on Albanian 
fighter reciment and o ighter squedron are stationed at the airfield. 


| ___CLASSIFICATION SEgher/consk LENDEN Bitters om: err 
[sire [Set naw ToeTusee DISTRIBUTION ——H}--- 


[xan [San —— sep — J ee ie ee 


is th cy regraded to 
j -ument is herecy f : 
SoReipeNT AL in epcordance with the 


5 October 1978 from thef) 
of 16 Octoker 19 
piece of Cestral Intelligence to the 
: S : 
Archivist of the United States 


Next Review Date: 2068 


Approved For Release 2007/01/16 : CIA-RDP82-004 


DQQ Wer 


: Approved For Release 2007/01/16 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004900580010-8 


29X1 
SECRST/CONT (OL ~ U. 8. OPPICIALS ONLY 


CENTRAL INT LLLTGUNC: AGLIICY 


workshop, a gasoline tank, and Luildin.s for the airfield 
comand and its corresponding elements. It also hus Luildings 
for quarters for flight and ground personnal, The airflatd 
comman: has a radio station, ea radar instulletions, a muteore 
Olorical stasion, and a traneport section. 


(2) Auxiliary lending field? a large meadow avout 1,400 meters 
long by about 600 meters wide. During the sumer of 10949 it 
was leveled under Soviet supervision and adapted for use as 
an auxiliary landing field. The crcound is rsther soft and 
ean be used only curing the sumer, as it is subject to flooding. 
Thus fur no installations have been owilt on this landing “ield. 


3) Auxiliary landing field. Exact dimensions are ot available. 
Thus far it has no permanent installations of any kind. Con- 
Biderable drainage will huve to ve done before the lending 
field will be fit for continuous use. 


(4) Avelliery Innding field, also a meaccv. During 1949 it was 
put into condition for use as en auxiliary landing field 
under Soviet Supervision, Dimensions 1,000 meters by 2,000 
meters. It has no permanent installations, and it ean be 
used only during the sumer Lecause it is subject to flooding. 


@o iesh Airfield: 


; a. There are four auxiliary landing fields in the Lesh district] | 
25X1 [SCS™~™~—SSCDurring 1948 and 1949 thay were auapted for this 

purpose under Suviet supervision. Only one of those four euxiliary 
landing ficlds is now in use. It is indicated as No. 1 on the 
attached sketch, This landing field is loceted on the plain of 
Gajush i Zejmunit. The runway is ebout 1,000 meters long by about 
1,2.0 metera wide. Drainage projects have been completed to divert 

25X1 water during rains, and levees have been put up along the Mati River, 
which floods this area when the water lovel is high. 


be In October 1949 there was one squacron of fighters on the airfield. 
It is not known whether any masonry installations have been built 


95X1 as yeteo 


ec, The auxiliary airfield 
has an ordinary runwey, overfrown with grass, avout 1,000 meters 
long by about 150 meters wide. The sround is fairly hard, and 
even heavy alreraft can land and take off on it, ‘Thus far no air 
25X1 units have been assigned to this landing field. 


do The auxiliary landing field[— ——Ss—~—<CS™~—SC tas a Grasse grow 
runmiay about 1,090 meters long by abou’ £00 meters wide. The 
ground is fairly sort, and it is subject to flooding from the 
Drin River, Urainsge projects liave been planned out thus far 
not carried out, There are no installations of any kind on the 
airfield, and no air force units of any kind have been stationed 
thers. 


25X1 


es The suxiliary landing field 

actually is e meadow. It was leveled and put into condition 
for use as an auxiliary landing field during 1949 by Albanian 
soldiers under Soviet direction. The runway is overgrown with 
grass and is avout 1,2U0 mevers lon; by about 560 meters wide. 

A few miior reclamation projects have been completed, Tharna are 
no installations for air force units of erty kind oz the airfiold, 
whieh is used at present as a pasture. 
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5> Tirana Airfield: _ 
a. The ‘principal airfield of Albonie is located to the west of the 


city of Tirana This airfield, which wes 
already in existence before the war, wus controlled and maintained 
by Yugoslav Air Force specialists until the breach with the Comins 
form. After their departure, work continued under Soviet direction, 
and the once primitive eirfield was t-ansYorned inte a fully nodern 
0720 « 


bo The alrvield occupies an arca of 1,800 x 1,400 meters, Th has a 
| Gemen’ runvay 1,200 neters long by SOU nesers wide, There ora 
many vulldings onthe airfield, and the airfield conu.and, the 
mevecorologiesal end radio stetions, the radar equi ment*, the 
goniometer, the contro! tower, and quarters for flight and air- 

‘field personnel are lecated in them, There are three hangars - 
Besides these, a fully modern airfield worksho, has been built, 
where all kinds of repair on aircraft and engines, including 
engine overhaul, can be done. The airfield is alse equipped for 
use at nicht. 


co This parnanent airfield accommodates both military end civil 
aircraft, At present cae Albanian fighter reriment, 148 Soviet 
Fighter Squadron, and one Soviet transport group ere stationed 
on the airficld 


do An auxiliary danding field is locuted in the northwesterm pare of 
Tirana in the orea known as Kgverjis (Yaberishe?), This auxiliary 
tanding field actually is a pasture, which has Leen cleared of 
trees and leveled and put into condition for landinrs and takeofi's 
by light aircraft. This landing field has no installations of an; 
kind, and thus far it has beon used only sporadically te relieve 
congestion at the permanent airfield, 


4, Berat Airfield: 


ao One permanent and three auxiliar airfields ar 
dimediate vicinity of Borat, 


(1) Auxiliary airfield beside the road to Durres, The landizg 
field aciuelly is e large meadow, 1,300 by 1,300 meteors 
and without installations of any kind. ODurine the sume 
of 1949 this meadow was leveled wader Soviet direction and 
adapted for use ag an auxiliary airfield, An asphalt road 
wes built for connection with the mig hishvey, and reelanetion 
projects were undertaken, to drain the land and to protest it 
from flooding by the Semen River, This auxiliary ei rfield is 
scheduled te be transformed into a@ permaneny airfield in 1960, 
by the construction of a concrete Pumvay and the erectim of 
the necessary buildinss and installations. 


(2) The permanent airfield at serat. The airfield was built bay 
the Itelians during the Italian occupation of Albania, The 
runwey is overgrown with grass. but the Ground is cuite herd, 
and even heavy aircraft can land and take off there, Dimen- 
sions 1,800 meters by 1,800 neters, The airfield has tic 
hangars, an airfield workshop, a trensport seotion with four 
trucks, a radio station, a goniometer, a neteoroloriaal station, 
and oulldings for the airfield comand and for flight end rround 
personnel, At present the Sovist 56 Bomber Squadron is stotioned 
at the ai-fiela| 
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(3) An auxillery airfield, which ves leveled and adapted for the 
most part uncer the Germans. It has no installations of any 
kind, Dimensions 1,500 by 750 neters. At present it is used 
as a pasture. 


(4) Another auxiliary airfield. The ground has oeen levelet, but 
no other work has been done there, and no installations °F any 
kind have been built, Dimensions 1,200 by 1,000 metars. 


tn 
e 


Koree Airfield: 


a. The permanent airfield et Korce was built by the Italians during 
the Italian occupation, After the war it was repaired and 
partially modernized by the Albanians, first under Yugoslav sad 
later under Soviet direction. 


be The airfield is 2,000 by 1,860 meters in area. Fb has four bangars. 
a meteorolorical and a radio station, a gonioneter, a workshep, and 
budlldings for the command and for porsormmsl. In the samer of 1049, 
work was Verun towurc layin; a cenent runway, which a oarently has 
not yet been completed. 


ce <A vomber of the Albanian Air loree {is located at the 
29X11 airfield 


do ‘est of the city cf Korce is an auxiliary airvield 1,200 x 460 
meters in area. It has no installations, All thot has been dune 
is the leveling of the grounds at pr sent it is used as a pasture. 


6. Sarande Airfield: 


ae There is a permanent pirtieid in the vicinity of Sarande; there 
is also an auxiliar i of lake Butrint. The 

25x11 permanent airfield yae built during the Gorman 
occupation. It was repaired and conditioned under Soviet dire etion 
during 1948-49. The runway is crassecrowm, but can be used cven by 
heavy aircraft. Dimensions are 1,900 x 1,800 meters. The bviidings 
on the airfield include two hangars and the most ossential buildings 
for the command, the meteorological and radio stations, and perscnneli 
quarters. The airfield has not yet been equipped for night we. In 
the fall of 1949 it was inspecvtcd by a Soviet conmission, and an order 
was issued to the efiect that this airfield be modernized durinr the 
eourse of 1950,. when a concrete runway, hangars, und the other 
installations necessury for a modern airfield were to be built. 


25X1 


bo At present the headquarters of an Albanian fighter reciment end part 
ofthe reciment (about lj; squadrons) are stationed at the airs 
as well as & Soviet fighter halfesquadron with elght eilrerafs 


o. The a.xiliary landing field is licated to the south of lake Butrint, 
and is 1,500 x 1,250 neters in area. It has no installations of any 
kind, and no units are stationed there. Grading of the ground and a 
few minor drainage projects are all the work that has been done, At 
present the landing fleld is used as a pasture. This auxiliary landing 
field is connected with Sarande by means of a country wagon road. A 
road would have to be built before it could ve used as a peruanent 
airfield. 
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Libofshe Airfield: 


Be During the sumer of 1940 the construction of a large new_air- 


arta towns of Libofshe and Fier was besun 
The terrain is quite hard, uneven, and On, 
or overfrown on places, The grading of an area 1,800 x 1,500 


meters as been started. Gravel has been brought from the Semen 
River for filling up the numercus holes. These basic projects 
were coupleted by fall, At that time several fighter aircraft 
fron the Albanian fighter regiment in Sarande wers stationed 

at the airfield, probably for training. 


b. The construction of the other installations was left for next 
yeer, except for the radio station, which has already been 
installed. 


co Ags the airfield is connected with the main highway only by o country 
waron road, the building of a new road has been started, aud about 
half of it will be finished this year. 


Elbasan Airfield: 


Bo airfield is southvest of the tom of Eb asen [| 
The runwey hes not usen conereted, bus the 

fround is very lard, and even vsavy aircraft can land and take 
off there. The airfield is 1,500 x 1,200 meters in aroa. The 
installations are very primitive, and consist only of two or threc 
barvacks, a radio station, a metecrolopical station, and a gonio- 
meter, According to the plan, hangars, an airfield workshop, and 
tanks for liquid Susl are to be built next year. 


bo A half squadron from the Albanian fighter_resiment with headquarters 
in Shkoder is stationed at the airfield{ | 


o. The auxiliary airfield is a little to the south, near the Devoli 
River. A large shed and two smaller buildings, for personnel 
quarters and the storage of vehicles and fuel whon the airfield 
is used for training, have been erected on it. 


G jinokaster Airfield: 


&o The Gjinokaster airfield [Jw built by the 
Italians before the Italian campaign in Grecces Later, during 
the war, it was used by German aircraft, and after the war i% 
served as a base for supplying the Greek guerrillas by air. Tt 
was considerably modernized after the war for this purpose, under 
Soviet direction. Thus in 1948 a large underground gasoline tank, 
exact capacity unimown, was built on the western side of the 
airfield. 


bo The airfield has no concrete runway, but the ground is naturally 
hard and suitable for use even by heavy aircraft. The airfield 
measures 2,00 x 1,300 meters. There are two hancars, a radio 
station, a goniometer, a meteorological st: ation, equipment For 
night lighting (ras Lamps), etce, on the airlield,2 


co At present an Albunian fighter squadron end a bomber squadron 
are stationed at the airfield. The headquarters of a Soviet trang- 
port regiment and one squadron of 12 transports are thers aisol] 


Comets Information previously received 
has tendsd to indicate that there are no radar installabions in 
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